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Metropolitan Mar Aprem

Chevalier George Menachery has received an honour he deserved
well from his Churchin his 70" year. He dedicated hislifefor research and
publishing facts about the history of Christianity in India, He was aso
known abroad for his many achievementsin the field of his choice.

Hewasnot aprofessor of history. Hewas professor of English language
and literature. It is a rare privilege to be the head of the Department of
English in the St.Thomas' College, Trichur, where several eminent
professorshad taught. When | wasastudent at St. Thomas' Collegein Trichur
for theintermediate course during 1955 —57. Fr. Mampilly wasthe head of
the Department of English. Vengusamy, N.K. Seshan, C.J.Andrews were
lecturersand N.D. George, Edmund Peters and others were tutors. George
Menachery, two years older than | am, was studying in Trichinopoly. He
came to teach at St. Thomas College after | had left Trichur.

Only after | became a Metropolitan in Baghdad in September 1968 and
took charge in Trichur, | got acquainted with George Menachery. Our
common interest in the field of Church History brought us closer instantly.
He cameto the United Theological College, Bangalore when | waswriting
my dissertation for the Doctor of Theology degree of the Senate of
Serampore College. He requested me to write a chapter on my Church of
the East in India, locally known as Chaldean Syrian Church. | was not an
author. But the summary of my Master of Theology thesis had been
published in Bangalore Theological Forum in 1967 and that had attracted
the attention of the church historians in India and abroad. Recently | was
delighted to note a Prof. Samuel H.Moffett in his monumental volume
History of Christianity in Asia, Volumel Beginningsto 1500, Theological
Publications of India; Bangal ore 2006 (Published in Americain 1996) had
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included my article in his Bibliography.

| am surprised by the stamina and dedication with which George
Menachery pursued his career asaChurch historian. Hisinterest in speaking
and writing on various aspects of the Church past and present made him an
ideal for many young aspiring writers and scholars. The fact that ateam of
scholars are enthusiastically arranging to celebrate the occasion of his 70"
birthday in a memorable way, is an example for youngsters.

The conferring of theraretitle of the‘ Chevalier’ on George Menachery
was a happy surprise to some of hisfriends. But to me it was atitle well
deserved by Professor George Menachery. It was an honour long overdue.
I myself had often said publicly that Prof. George Menachery should be
made a Chevalier. When | was a student at St. Thomas' College, a very
short fellow Prof. Joseph Pettah was a Chevalier. Another Church
historian.V.C.George, aheadmaster in Kuruvilangad (Grand father of Dr.V
A. Joseph, Chairman of South Indian Bank) was a Chevalier known to me
and to my senior colleagues.

While publishing the St. Thomas Encyclopediatraveling the length and
breadth of our country he met the writers personally. He visited the sites of
the ancient churches. He has a collection of photographs enough to write
several doctoral dissertations. He must have had a lot of extra energy to
publish the St. Thomas Encyclopedia, Thomapaediaetc. He created websites
before many churches or theol ogical colleges attempted to do. Peoplearound
the globe knew him through his websites and personal contacts.

His work was not a leisurely work. It was hard work. He had to take
leavefrom his Collegeteaching to livein Madrasto correct the proof sheets
for hisEncyclopedia. To find money was another difficult task. Thereisno
guarantee that he will get back the borrowed money after all these books
are sold. He made available many of hisbooksin al the seminars, National
or international and sold them in order to recover the money he spent for
printing these books. There were no publishing houses behind him. There
were no rich people to advance money to him to publish his books. Many
in the writing and publishing field realize the difficulty of getting back the
money one advances for printing a book. | mention it because there is a
wrong notion that by writing books one can become rich quickly.

Prof. George Menachery is now the Vice - President of the Church
History Association of India known as CHAI, (There is a second
organization by the name CHALI, viz. The Catholic Hospital Association of
India). Most of the members of the Church History Association of India
are clergymen, Professors of Church History in Catholic, Orthodox or
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Protestant seminaries. As a Vice President he is doing much for that
organi zation more than what | had done when | was President of CHAI for
two terms (1976 to 79 and 1979 to 1982). In 1979 when | was re-elected
the President in the conference at Calcutta, George Menachery was with
me along with his brother James Menachery, an engineer by profession.
That was the time we went to see the institutions of Mother Teresa. Since
the Nobel Prize for Peace was announced for Mother Teresa, there was a
large queue of people to visit the Mother. So we returned without seeing
the Mother. Of course | got an opportunity to see her when she visited
Trichur later.

Morer than two decades ago when the Church History Association of
India held its triennial conference in the Pontifical Seminary in Alwaye,
myself and George Menachery were asked to be the organizers. As| wasa
former President, | could not declinetheinvitation. Myself and Menachery
went to Trivandrum by train and invited the Governor in the Rgj Bhavan
and reached back Trichur the same day. With the help of Fr.Mathias
Mundadan, wewere ableto get Cardinal Parecattil to preside over the session
when the Governor P.Ramachandran inaugurated the conference.

Aninternational Seminar on Indian Christianity was held in New York
recently. Menachery and myself travelled together and read papers there.
Then the second conferencewas held in Madrasin January 2007. In addition
to two the of us many scholars were present from Kerala. The reason for
such a strong delegation from Kerala was none other than the efforts of
George Menachery. Now heis persuading me and many othersto participate
in the 3 conference to be held in Jordan, in September 2008.

| wonder how many conferences he has attended. How many publications
he had his articles in. Can he recall the titles of his own articles? He had
written the foreword to one of my books. | doubt very much whether he
will be ableto tell the number of organizations he is an office bearer of.
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ALIFE OF DEDICATION

Fr. Albert

Nambiaparmbil CMI FOR A NOBI_E C/A\USE

It was great that | met Prof. George Menachery in life's paths. The waves
set in motion by the 2™ Vatican Council were producing ripples here in
India. Regional Seminars were being planned and organized in different
regions. | was a participant in the Kerala and the Karnataka meets. My
main interest was the new ministry of Interfaith Dialogue.

A Unifying Link: An Inter-Ritual issue was heating up in India those
days, gathering momentum as we converged in Bangalore. On one side
was the voice of unity and uniformity seeking more unity in India within
the churches, opposing the other side demanding that there be freedom to
expand the ecclesial jurisdiction of the Oriental Ritesto the whole of India.
Multiple jurisdictions were seen by one side as a dividing factor in the
country while the other side considered this as essential to the growth of
the ecclesial communities. A motion was before the board that managed
the affairs of the “Church in India seminar of 1969” being held in
Dharmaram College, Bangalore to the effect that there be only oneriteina
place, i.e. that there be one jurisdiction. | recall the efforts made by Mr.
George Menachery to gather enough signaturesfrom among the participants
to bring in a motion demanding the expansion of the jurisdiction of the
Oriental Churches to the entire nation. It was great that his, our, efforts
succeeded.

Both the motions were discussed in the meet. There was much tension
among the participants. A reconciliation formulawas brought in; the other
two motions were withdrawn. The reconciliation formulawas moved and
accepted. Let me not go into the details. | admire the courage of ayoung
George Menachery who stood firmly his ground amidst strong opposition.
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A Pioneer With aVision: | recall Mr. Menachery moving around with
hisvisionfor an*“ Encyclopedia of Thomas Christians’ . | am not ahistorian.
My interest, if any, was that of cultural integration, that of Interfaith
Diaogue, philosophers meet. Because of his friendly pressure, | recall
putting down afew pages for his great work. He masterminded that great
work, A Gift to this Church. It is a matter of joy and pride for me that |
could on many occasions point to thiswork of Menachery, the Encyclopedia
as something precious for us al.

Questsfor Own Roots:| recall reading the book: “Future Shock” the
shock affecting humans caught in the terrible speed and advance of new
discoveries, technologies. Globalization isanother word affecting the moods
and values of modern humanity. Our traditional valuesand cultural heritages
too are affected by thisflow, speed and osmosis. Adaptation, inculturation
and confluence of cultures are all terms very much in use in the common
parlance. One of the hidden dangers or temptations of the modern ageis
that of losing one’s own cultural, spiritual, roots and identities.

| remember Mr. Menachery going around collecting, preserving the
precious symbols, candle-sticks, oil-lamps, stones of the Syro-Malabar
heritage from different churches and spots. He organized exhibitions of
these reminding members of his own community and the outsiders not to
forget the past. Rather his attempts gave anew boost to the self-esteem of
the community. Hereissome onewho raised warning signalsagainst certain
hidden dangers of the fast changing society.

Thereisthisdanger in our fast changing societies, that of loosing one’'s
own self-identity. The Syro-Malabar Community had gone through a
process of Latinization in the past. This community had the difficult and
delicate task of returning to and regaining the identity while going through
the process of inculturisation that was the call of the day, of the post 2™
Vatican Council period. In Mr. George Menachery this Church, that traces
her origin to the Apostle St. Thomas, found an eloquent leader for this
genuine cause of returning to the roots.

Whileremaining adefender of our cultural roots, Menachery was open
to the changes affecting us al, to authentic openness. Recently, as | met
him in Dharmaram, he was doing histheological research, making the best
use of histime and energy, now that he hasretired from histeaching career.
Inthisfriend and fellow pilgrim | have met agenuine, authentic, charismatic
leader of his own community — the Syro-Malabar Church.

|
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. Prof. George Menachery
Fr. Selvister
Ponnumuthan A | gy Person Par Excellence

Itisheartening to know that Prof. George M enachery isgoing to be honoured
by well-wishers with a fitting memento by publishing a souvenir on his
Sapthathi, the seventieth birthday. Although | knew Prof. George Menachery
through his monumental works in Christian literature and as the brother of
Rev. Dr. E.J. Thomas, former principal of Loyola College, | began to have a
personal contact with him only from 2002. It was in connection with the
Jubilee Celebrations of the 1950" year of the coming of St. Thomas, theApostle,
in India and the 450" death anniversary of St. Francis Xavier. As part of the
Jubilee celebrations the Kerala Catholic Bishops' Council had put up a
Documentary Committee which entrusted the task of publishing a fitting
souvenir to me as the Chief-Editor and His Excellency Mar Bernabas Jacob
(Chacko Aerath OIC) and Prof. George Menachery as co-editors—representing
the three individual Churches in Kerala. | am glad to say that “Christian
Contribution to Nation Building: A third Millennium Enquiry” (440 pages)
was the outcome of our teamwork.

Prof. George Menachery not only contributed an article on “Christian
Influencein Art and Architecture of India’ but read with us all the pages of the
work. Those who areinvolved in publication would agree that editing a book
is more difficult than writing one. If the book contains articles of disputed
stances it becomes an even more difficult task. All the more so when such
articles have been written by reputed scholars. In fact we had to do some
editing work. | would say that we, as ateam, could edit the work without any
difficulty. Although in age, experience, and scholarship Prof. George
Menachery was much ahead of other editors he collaborated sincerely and
vigorously towards the completion of the work.

He was very prompt in meetings and open in the discussions and ready to
takeup any responsibility. Any collaboration demands|ot of sacrifice. Sacrifice
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isan expression of love. Along with the collaboration what impressed me was
hisreal love for the Church. Hislove for the Church really resonates with
the response to the vocation of a lay faithful. | used to feel that Prof. George
Menachery had effectively over come the ‘two temptations of alay person’
described by John Paul 11. According to the Pope the first temptation of lay
persons is to be so strongly interested in the Church services and tasks that
they fail to become actively engaged intheir responsibilitiesin the professional,
social, cultural, and political worlds. The second temptation isof legitimizing
the unwarranted separation of faith fromlife, that is, aseparation of the Gospels
acceptance from the actual living of the Gospel in various situations in the
world (John Paul 11, ChrsitifidelesLaici, 1988, n.2). The Pope also admonishes
that lay people should not relinquish their participation in “public life”
especially inthe economic, social, legislative, administrative and cultural areas
for they are intended to promote organically and institutionally the common
good (CL, 42). The curriculumvitae of Prof. George Menachery show that he
has proved hiscaliber in various areas of publiclife. Along with participation
in various administrative and social bodies he hasto his credit alarge number
of publications, research papers, articles, radio talks and TV programmes.

All hisvisitsto 22 countries of the four continents enlarged hisimage in
public life because every journey has contributed something to deepen his
knowledge which in turn became a contribution to the church and society.
Among all his contributions to the Church and to society what attracts one the
most is hiscontributionsin the field of culture. All of his publications and
activities have a culture touch. Since the development of culture is often
dissociated not only from Christian faith but also from human values (CL .44)
the contributions of Prof. Menachery are very significant. In fact he has been
responding to the invitation of John Paul Il who said: “the church calls upon
the lay faithful to be present, as signs of courage and intellectual creativity, in
the privileged places of culture, that is, the world of education-school and
university-in places of scientific and technological research, theareasof artistic
creativity and work in the humanities. Such apresenceisdestined not only for
the recognition and possible purification of the elementsthat critically burden
existing culture, but also for the elevation of these cultures through the riches
which have their sources in the Gospel and the Christian faith” (CL 44). In
fact the writings of Prof. George Menachery are an invitation to go to the
sources, the Gospel and Christian Tradition. And | am sure that his name and
his contributions will be remembered not only by the Christians beyond the
Asian continent but also by the secular world. | pray that the Almighty bless
him abundantly. .
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A Man of

Sr. Cl atra, CMC. .. .
eopeta, Vision and Action

Prof. George Menachery is a man of vision and action. He sets his goal
before him and works hard to achieve it. How hard and difficult the work, he
isnot bothered, providedit ishisgoal and he hasdecided to achieveit. Itisthe
goal he has aimed at that matters. On the way he does not waste his energy
attending to small things like writing articles or books which may deter him
from his whole concentration on the larger and greater aim.

Prof. Menachery is wholeheartedly involved in religious practices and
the works of the Archdiocese. | met him at a Charismatic Retreat which we
organized for the teachers of St. Thomas College in Madonna Sehiona. As
part of the Retreat Programme, he came to meet me for counseling. Well, |
understood that he is very regular in his Church duties and very open in his
dealings. He hasbeen very activein the works entrusted to him by the Bishop's
House or Bishop-appointed committees. He has striven hard to get the Papal
Visit Souvenir done. Similarly, the Trichur Diocesan Centenary
Commemoration Volume also has his article enhancing the heritage of
Christianity in the Archdiocese.

Prof. Menachery is agood speaker, researcher, organizer and director. A
historian and cultural Artist, he has organized several cultural exhibitions
showing the ancient heritage of Christianity in India from St. Thomas, the
Apostle of Jesus Christ. Hisisalife set apart especially for the study, research
and preservation of the heritage of St. Thomas Christians— history, art, culture
and architecture of Keralaand thereligious heritage of the Christiansin India

On thisbeautiful occasion of the celebration of the 70" Birthday, | warmly
and prayerfully wish Prof. George great blessings and joys from the Lord and
hearty felicitous Birthday Greetings!
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Fr. Francis Thonippara CMI
Prof. George Menachery. Provincial.

Congratulations and Birthday greetings to Prof. George Menachery. Ad
MultosAnnos. Prof. George Menachery is ahousehold name among scholars
and those who make research studiesin Indian Church History. Besides, heis
also a zealous Nazarene, whose life mission is to popularize St. Thomas
Christian traditions, customs, practices and manners. Heisan ardent lover of
the Apostolic Church of St. Thomas Christians.

My close association with Prof. George is in the context of the Indian
Church History Association. At present he is the Vice-President of the same
Association. He is very active in arranging seminars and conferences under
the banner of this Association, both at national aswell asregional levels. His
active presence in many national and international conferences through his
scholarly interventionsand presentations make him an international personality.

In my opinion, Prof. Georgeisvery much influenced by three great saintly
personalities although not denying other factors which influence him. The
first great figure that comesto my mind when | think about Prof. Georgeis St.
Paul. Once St. Paul was convinced of the fact that Jesusisthe Saviour and the
Messiah, he spent his whole energy in making known this Good News to the
whole world. He undertook adventurous journeys to spread this Good News.
Prof. George spared no energy in making known the noble traditions of the St.
Thomas Christians. The miles he covered are incomparable and uncountable.

The enterprising spirit of St. Thomas is very much seen in the life and
activities of Prof. George.The publication of the St. Thomas Christian
Encyclopediaand other successive publicationsistime consuming and money
consuming and so much of risk factor is involved in the sale of these costly
volumes. The faith expression of St. Thomas, ‘My Lord and My God', is an
expression of the surrender of the Apostle. In the same way, Prof. George's
difficult tasks have this sense of complete surrender to the Lord. Asaresult of
this type of surrendering, God blesses all his endeavours abundantly.
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<. Francis Xavierishismodel in hisdealingswith ecclesiastical authorities;
i.e. his fidelity to the superiorsin ups and downs in agonies and ecstasies, in
joysand sorrows. Thisfilial obedience to the authorities makes Prof. George
an acceptable leader of the community. Hiscriticisms, evenif he makesthem,
are creative and for the good and growth of the community.

This Sapthathi celebration is an occasion to honour a great son of the
Syro-Malabar Church. Let us get inspiration from the life of this noble soul
whose thirst for knowledge and love for his community is praise-worthy. Let
usthank the L ord for the wonderful gift of Prof. George Menachery. Ad Multos
Annos.

BVENM (202D 5ICDILNDHMIOI
) MBOONVER sl 197303
(ald000M0 §21QYaD). HB@31MoU3
210800995103 @PRLIBHMIWVT0)aT)

208 HAVENIOGVS A8 PPN 2 IGMO0D)
83000 a0 (H1qYJ0mIo]
(2 1BBRM O] D3

0/0/0/0/0/0/010/00/0/010/0]0,0/0/0,0101010
0/0/0/0/0/010161010/016010101010,0,0,0,0,0,0

(aIBBEMOZLI0SMo 1971 2212000 BHES6NIG 19, 1966

aD93al
QLD EER 4

No



)N OW)HSW)o |
LoJQ))(O‘)Jm(OTOﬂO(IgQ))go m(fa(o;ojo OR. ®ajlod

(aIV1RL HEIDGHI0MOIW HOABHU BYERCLIOWIHS 21| MOIGI BO)
qogaIMeE. R EMZONM alda|WOS MIBMYMWODIM) 0IP6as]
coodleel (alnleLeI® MIOQLOIM 210a]|ellO0d CATIHNEWOS @IOY
@REGRa00 afl(®GAIE! ©21QIM8 BYOoEla)). @R MS)EBEIW a00S1T3 VAL
oaIglajo CaloLRlEI0Om VOO HDHSIW 20a|eIdHO103 2eIBaN)E;]
SaMO@®oME 318°RIMOUS @REZa00 2o Ql0a)). aVlaadlo IS8
210E9)5)0 Dl MEsIeno a1aN) AlY)AN@ @)Sa)) 2OFIHENEMNE MOV
EEBBJ0 HDHOLIEBBI0 @OEZa00 BFlafidnSl.  GRIGIGI®ODIPE! agQallo
VWOMMOMIBRODIW HLIDWRENHAIWV]O)IM) @R®. afll®ealel @RAINVOMmI
afla)) ®099 MO@BEIWER0U8 @REGa0o GaldRl)o BRADOAIZEAINV]. el
Va9)010® al®IMoV]0o 2l®)EWd @S] AIE)AN MLOLICMOSE: B0
m@emwommméosﬁsl DMYaHYaI®Mo, (al8Wo, BRYBo, a0Q), TVBQYUB®
MOW §9BAI0.  HILITHIMDIMRAIW AMYaHIBIAUMWHNS QAHREV@I 00V
200l @) HANJo MILIMIGIHH)aM).

®a10a00VB GIMOIC2BIOWEN)0la] ag) PIMEMIIUT HOHRESIUD BRYSIGEID
)9S MY 2N(@206M )93 BOGMAVIE AUIOYAMD. @REGaO0 DYIOIHH]
015188 (HINV@IM af) BOHTVEHIa AW, ¢®ININWI® agan’ (MO
@BBU3B9)EAIMNE] MSOMIV VWEREMEBBU BR@ITVIAOTVBHAIEN.  @REZA00
@ISO QAflaHWEBBUE BRAI af)P}MIAUIM BREMInHla]) B66MNBOIW
NDOBHENHFM) ) P30, BRGNHAZ MABHTVIHUI, ag)eloglm)o calenE]
®212101F1a] MVOO ~ af)LI00 MD1a0OTVAIW] DG @BREZaOHTMEadLlo
@RURIO P |S}O®INAIlWo MADIVIHE! HHHAT@AUNOHN)Ola]) af)Lloo TVAD
0@ )88 @Y HIDIHUd Hoel@® Gudllaila)) manes MMmIlad old:a]
2101 MVLaHSIWOV] WA WITHNIAM) af)am) AVLOO.

2Q00)0 HOBHAUVHNIM HOWOYNASOOM alll (alTLOIMEEBSIEN0

03 oL e)
QLADESER



(210IBO B0 aleldan)o BOBYBAUT] BRY?}HW)o PalT® GRAVIWI
©6M (al®1@000LNWON (alaDIVE GAMOG2Al. @REZa00 M)W af)S)
O1210010}aMHAIBIE3 MVEOWED)Glaflo TVAROHADENOlafjo MAMSS
oaiglajo MQomMEIM) LIE1H1L10010)N). aN@IV @IV AUFIODO0H U
QISIOWS)ENOM af)L100IBSN)}0 HYlDleleeln. ER@I®ININ0W G@RYIDG]H:
AN W)BBAUREHH DOAMA0 AILNAHBIBHIAUIM HE1W).

82]ajos)o QILll® NIaO8ANHRIAMANLIHD aI1ERUITDMIVIFIE alellw
aqLyatisSles MaNI@s @GREGa00 QIY0aIGla®. 60) Allglald:0ClWHSEWD,
BR@IMVOMVH@WESEWI Hh)ajoWo @RIMIWIO® B0} QILllWw alelm
OO ERYBIHEPIWOV] @REGa00 M00)HIV)aM). oflaiamIade
ailwo ailglaide200] aIell® B2]a]0S)ME0ENMNGILIE], @2 SEHODINF
92PAULHN0 BHOMIBNMBILNOSWI 6)(l0anIV@ CGAMIEG|G] CGMS6EBRU3
90O 2|®).

9HAUMHOM) (GHO®AIO) Qla]) MSAD GHOB a0IqO] oMW
Q1BaHlH MVEABMOHIT HDMS)B)INo GERAIGA) MTIBIWE [0 (alaD
M3 aMIECIWROW] GRSYTM) alGlalWeq|S)AN@.  alLld)o TVoaLOE]
BNDHWV)o (aldbSlafleN)an®)o HalQMM®)Ealdeel, M  1e10AME  06S
@AW MUIB:GlENMAIND CaldHLICO @AIAGAWL) MlEMSla)] BOWiA
613 (V0RL aflSlaf}alq)ANAIOG CaldOLICWI @RYWIO)AVIL! HLOdABJAHW.
®oM alBl@®OMIMo TVRWEDN)o MDY MVoRIAMB:OBAN)Ola]) AVLIOAI
GENIoWo GMSIW @RYBOWVIZOEM GREGA0O (A l®IUNG|SD. CHOB aSlquol
oM 1903 9601V (aIIAWdlo HGHI@AI0 AVEMASMOBING MY
MVOPLINSMHMINOW NIM @RYAIWIHDa|S®YCalINLI ENIGWIAIQW)0
Ga0OES0VHALI0 BRWaiMEIHW0 AUBHO AlMWOMI®MOWV] MVESMHMY
AleeIo] @RAINAAL aBQ)QI6EB)»:®)0 HalT®® aBQ0l)o WMIMOW Ml
aHROW10)aM).

®LI0UT3alEBELNHSW)0 AUl IEBSIENOSW)0 2IBI@@HIM)
al)®1Y @)alTViatiS] M@HIMIBIHAM (A10aNMVE CGAMOGa]a]l ailuoiay]
a]). @REMGHACMHo B)BOLISHONIW WIMHUW MSOMIWIN HHBAID
£IQUWIMalEB8)OS 21000 MLILAI0 GHOMBAMIN &(aldanTVA@ GAMI
32]0las) SHFD®. alBSIHEOL! HLIHOBHN)0la]] ag)o.Sl. AAV)ERAIM
MOWA BOMYRMVI@ al(@IWlaledWB1EH)EMIIU3 1978-@3 (alTU1EL 1@
GRIIMAIOMIO GRANHILICD aBHOEC|0)OS (VRLICH(BAOVITMIBIM). @R
GRIQIMEEBB)OS CGMIM)ailSla] ©9a0BACHHMBBENL! BHLIHOBHN)0la))
aICl99IM @IRYEAIWdo MBIV, DAV UBIGEICIHING BOMADAVIWY D &S]
CRITH9HEM GOMIGC] @1 AI®EVOIW HaIglajo aUBlG. GRGIHMG HAIE]
21T AU8HO Alla:MI®AN0 MVIMIENIBIB:20WV] QWAM@ROW B@) TV
20OIM) DI(DED QNTV®UBIG3a OIS HOHAUDHN)0I0M HFlW). @Y Mlel

aD93al
QLD EER 4



VIG3 B0) TVBOVAHIHAG TVIIVHHIBIHAIBSB 2OV BRBHNHOMBH AOM
BETWo H)SIWeM) QIAV®)UBIE3q 68303, @REEBHM CAMIGCIWOS VEAI
HIMOWIENHS 2ICI®OTHAG DO)BSEOD CAAILIKSICRITHE OaIglajo
o8 Va0dWafIg)ns.  aldIN0® Hal0)R0Qo, LaHI®)RINNOW BOAlo,
aloMVal0o @RS} {leNaN MO0 - af)eldo BREZa0OMIoM RlallmailRw
OD103 ald00(AIBRIWIFME ag)M) af)MIBe C®OMMIWVISIMNE. @RIV
0SHq|30L10 @Y MVOATIELYo GRM)EANVHIMBS IO BRAICUAHIa laflgoem)
@REGZA00 HSIMBAlIBHIIND. @IOW)0 GHIH]HUB®] @Y EMISTTIM)o
oQIOMIM)o D6ME. QAIGaHEERE880 MMM alladW)o 2@ mlar
D@ MO0 B0IONAM @EMIOM allavlenss®.  @)elm®W)esW)o
(PIOOMODIOFW)o @RYUBO)aINIEN 6(a1daDAVA CAMIGA].

@RO3N0VWASY @RYELIOCY BN HOBAINITV(IVANIW @RSIADO
MDHEMOHDAN) DEa[OU3EGI0LN0 alfl TVRIEMMOIBNBlo HOMaVIEl.
@RE3N0VAE AVBVIPLILIO A lCOIRHUNIV] TVa0HG]2J0Td adiloan ailvol
Me9)aMAI06N) @RWIEH0 Gald)o. BROIRIVWAEE ORH1WAOW BV o MVE
©enHmEMBB®) GMIORLIAASISIEL af)MOBB H(AI10a0IVE af)(@® 2)MI1)
@O ©HBAUWIM (@ADL @IS (@ OmIeo @RSIW)0a] 80)
BR@RVMIEOW QBOOMSIENMORM @RELIaH]2)). @GR@IM)calmE]
BHOSMV)HB)0 (H21hH0MEBBBY0 MBEZUIN2)) (a10QIBOM] 0088, 2llamw)
9sW)o R10eOOTIOMW)o MVMVLRNVW a0yBOMBB0IBHH) BO(@E e2lail
®O0OM (aIlvaWldgleno MBIV eIgeE@gleno aflSlafy @309
MR af)M) O 10aNaVAE D0a)) AllKoINV]2{lE}aM). HAI0aNAVHOEAPHLIMSS
3)CO GalD)OS (AlAUBAMManLINV1506M) CHOSOWILN0 MADIVIL)o MVIUD
OOV B)EO BRGINOVED@ISHUF QVWAANIMD. GRAIGIENHS BIRYEMEEI
MW VR 21eleenm®. MVAEQ WIS MM @YD @1k WSM]
913099 M 210EN)AN HOLIPLISHOD COR  JQ@IBHIW H(aldan
VA GAMIGClWHS WMIMOW (alWIEMo @SANT af)aMNIWVOAVEHN M.

45 oL e)
QLADESER



21B1@TVIOI® § DML I @3
Olaldan. GROGDE GRMOGO]H6)
2pBOS. 620V, 5HMY0 M@laflSo DEMBOWVIGIGH)0

B)DBOLITVOBAIGBHS a)MAI®Ala{la] QIBCAIMGHILIGTIG Bela0m)
MBOBNO Mo, QAUROMDOIMBHILIHOD®  al)®}H]  alemMl@OM)o
21BN @ AVIAOID L HOOMOBSHE HFIW)o. af)IMITI 21BN M AVORAIBBU al)NO
QI®Cla fla] $LIn0MENEBIGHIB @IEII0L0 GHIMBHOE, alGl@AMClE1G3
(A1H0U00 alO@MIAMN, H210)BIBIGHU3 HODa]f) AUDENHOHWAN (Ao LIl
@la] 2101@ODID (aID]aHO EMSIW BRSO Haldah. GROGDEE GRMOIGa]
al.

GHOBO a0IqUA] CHOMWAV (aIaVIAENE of)an MRIVIG3 M GREIVO
mle@aHMIHLl B0} WWOHSO0W] (alQIBOM2]}@alo0)aN &laldan. GRMO
¢2JAlM@OV] af)MB6 OQENITWo Ala)) aRLIGAMONS &HFlaom). MM
DHGNT BREINIMOoOH:IBSBIAM).

®laldan. ¢RIBG2EIOMEN)0la] aloW)EMIOUS, ©MB) MOILT ;oL EBU3
af)S)OM) alOCWMBMIVIGIENE.  alOaD AIVWMWIEN GREZAOAOWICAZD.
af)loMa|Flwe @RYPROWV] alCldn)o. @YAUWDINIV BHIOYEEBUS dh)Olaf)
Qla] @ERAHWVHNCla] AMMoMSAB] AVIATDo WINAMEBBUZ MO OME  00S
@RilaH80@1B9)0.

NEAIHUEAMAECMOBIAINIEM GREGaOOMINIG AOQOD) (AICDIH®. 45
A® 7 SHFIVIEMIOWT DEAUMIMODIENBS ®ILIaldlo alfl al®l(® &0
OMBROBAEN0 BHYOETM) HJOMM) QlRYo.  O(aldan. GROGE GOMOGa]
OlYIBHeS, alloan®)o allomm®)o 29)aila) 2B a] B)S10EDMEITIBH)BHWIET)
DalT®OD®.  @IOOBDHIMNE GREZaOOMIN} GUDAHONIW 2IBID® B WBHUD
©al@90am MVOWIEN)HW)o H2lT®).

2)aNONOOD (AICMIH® HHOIMORLIOMUVILINVEM). &SI Mo |G
QIGaHo BREZa00 HOIMIRLIIMOIIGE BB |SIE)IN HO0J0 BREGaOTIHAY
ar1g) 3008060100, DG AV}OLOM)EPUWBEHAIW0. Rl oo wloawl

aD93al 6
QLD EER 4



VWOV NInOBEBEIT WM B)DHILITHING 21000WIG3 BSElaom) B:1SaN
MEAUXLIVI® AUNTDDHO8 2V HMS1D2]S)EHNOM BRERAOAWIM) &h¥l
6T01).

Baldan. GROBRE GDMOGTIWOS B BHUIAN NIMEMEVOIV 988
SH90 MO(MRL] OBB®, oBeO0 Aleila|CAclV@AEM.  MIYaO® (WMNEBE]
ENeS 2IBIMAITT@DHOS CLIOGHOMIM HAISO|S)OTIOEHIS)OM) GBRE
a0o0. DRIVISOMIGI 20(@0el, @ogjlosﬁ @2aH©flelo @PE3a0OIlong aleilw
BN (1ML @R0VIYMNE. @RAUDT S al0edd GRoN1B:00010 RIE]
2flg)ens. aleMAano @RELIOMANC TVAVANO ERYERINIAN0 WIRIBAOW] Halel
AUSla] 21BN @TVOOIDISH DN HUWB 0afla] 2101 @AVIASI® DML LICDIG3
@RGBRa00 VIR0V ‘@S0’ HeMEOMIVISIME. @Y ' &Hearve @RYAE)o
a)B)a|ODID3 af)S;OM20Q0M HFlW)H@)oilel.

@0q J3
0 QIGINMO] GDOD HB02/DEAVe]

@0a (0003

O MBal)@ B)6010)U0TD), 305)3

O
O
O
@
@
4
4
4
4
4
4
o
o
@
o
o
@
Q
Q
Q
@

0000

47 oL e)
QLADESER



and. Paf)TVHH @RYEIa]Og o
A 0RO Mlago.ong. )] NIORILBHILITVIa O OID)

@REAdlEHd cmoalellqy crdlal aul. Ay 1903 (nITV1ELEOW BO)
emoalensm ‘3l goosni’ (The Robe). (@lamalend @)@luojaosmomo
@000 215080908 @RANS)OO CLIBITEHIWV] MOJBISIAN). @R COOAN3
OIWlalMo® 2odavel 1n) &lgIMM). OMIHN) KISV @Y ald)eHad
QM@0 HYOLIS)OMEa|0UBN) M@ @MIAQ2IMTVWAW B0) ERAVITLO
@BREZROOOD MIOW]HNMM). alelIN®TIMOVOL! aBe®O MOSIMBal}0dD)
OMYWHMS)OMMOEM] @Y AU (MOAAD MINAMODIT @R b)(NOR0
OEMOM)0 @R} HMTODS)AM 2 l00INA|FAINO HOENBOMOM)o AOBAVRI
DIV 2 JOTHN)AN). GRIB] HFNITDAUNHO EDS] al}0eq|SIAN@IM) M)MI
GO0OM HHAVMIOTIOLI BHOY DAN® DEBIOWo @REGaN0 IOV HH)
).  @SAaM) alelI®IM]oel MOS8 al)0EB8ow Moglad anosBs]
OLIOHH @RI} GIGIWIAN). GRAITLOMo (GHlATM)AlOg cnels:] HMT@
BENAN@)EIIHEI AUTV(@0 HDMYNAM aldQIHa|30I00W (PIATIMHO @REGa0O
SHOTMBOMMM).  GRAIAG (SN OM]HH8006MaM) @IGlayol)am).  aqVam)
atiSEOW @RAINYS MLORTaliOHIG3 @ERAINAINIW GRYINAIE: TVAIWIMAN0
MomYaidW)o EREGOOTIM) eIElenaN). ModTVel ~ (HIMSm@3@Ho aurld
AleN)aM).  MEBBOM Galod)aN) W 198 ‘3l cooemi’ agyam emoalelse
ENTal

@O §210)ABHWB WM OS (eI WO)DAIEMOW modavel 1oad
aileadoleloom (a10I§O31HWE9)Gla|01IEMINU GO0 (@I WOV
®1GMNIBIY)IY  GROAHOHB:IMNB) al0W)AN B0) Qldaldons emoalelol,
(OELOBAOMOW B} adaldo: “All philosophersare sick in head”. @
2l &@OHOLI00 BG10)HHMIIEN). MDIMINI 2 ldh0. DI laDHA@ 2O
28, (aI®ISHHODIO3 GRAMNUDYM A0V TLIWIREMENIBEH) BEOANIAN®)0
af)IMO@3 ARY®JANIH QNlNOHLIMOTIIGE BaOADORIVW@YRIWAI af)@la fIS]
#90mcalmnEl 210®o 916mHAUTHHNANAIHOLINIB)0 HAIOY0 H10}EHMO

aD93al g
QLD EER 4



QLl, 2}$)H510)EHMOOIHEMANI af)MIHe) EDIMMAND®.  BOYDO0 DO
OO &10)89) MIOWla), afl. (ano@aVIAY @o  lavloweajoarl MWl
2000CVOGHUWD MRV VMBOVIGNE.  AVEVITE MDA, B COAIE
WNeIDWIENo, TVIAD BV ]HEMSEBBHS alGlNEMIHNIN®, DINMRIW &Y
BN cME]l Rlailomo 9¥lem)O0Ia] QAUIBTIHOB 5H6Md0.  @IGENIG]
@V 2l HAIBOD] H10)EHMOHEMM) alcUoaHlaflajoId! MHH)5M BMm)
aHyM)o @RAIHAG TVOMVHNIVEBUISH}0 GRAJRIINOW TVOBIAIM MEISIW
QIa.

af)HF  MNIOLIFHILIANV}a0  OMOV H(aldaNAVE GRIGDE COMIGa]
0100 eE9)0la] 2lapee)eMmIoud ag)MeEHO32D QAIEIAMD GOOAM 21(BAIBG]
@emIclo) s @6 HHTVM OO VMIWlalmow nodavel  lom allew
oHla fla] alose)asoemy. All philosophersaresick inhead. aodaver * ao)
Al @EMIWoHDIME BYEAUNETNINS, BRAQIMEMIDWEADINS DEAI
aAHEMABINT OGBEIVMIEAIINEL, 100V GROAREE BGRMICC] GHOBTVE
WOS PO HILIAIDIODINM HLO al0WYAN MSIENMOaIIS]D OHSIS
@3 38)o, 068810 210@al(®@BGB)o, (BaMa] ©alGa|S)}HBlo CMS]
@REITIMMSAD, CRINGHOMINNG BieHsSIVIT R10NEH0M H0MM)Ea W B0
B0o6M. H(a10aNAVA GRIGLEE 2f)HANIO) NEAIUDHM MEIV)IN)HAIH;IG3
BHOBOMIOLI HHHIVMAUIVE MANIWVIG]IHN)M@)BAlINE] WM IWIBIR0
floyavlel. HFIOMSHILITVoRAIBRSIHS QAIGEMUINIBSAIW VWAIMIH: alUDI0
ODLINOSH], H(Al0a0TVA BRMIG2A] EHOBIVEBWOS 2ll(Mo AUOWEHNIM®)
@0EM)EMINUB BREGAOGTING DD ENIOLILBILINV}AOLOIT AV IOTIG G@RE]
DOMOOBGIBS)M).

QIBauEEB UGN MM, IRl (aITVEOA[0IN)0 &YSIOD, 0GB ag)aM
(WORTBEI Galdodal HAVAY ¢G2S HOOTVINSICRIVES BO)olaf) M
saM) MI6IBIEMIOUB ¢R0B@EE CHOBTVRBUEE MMEVHO @RR)LIYROW VORI
QIM ©21YOA) aMIM HO)BVIEL  cH8IWA, (AIC®drla] MaNSOOm
(BHI@IOMH: 08, @RYAICIABIM) 2IBN(@OAUEENIOWo DBHBOIOLL @Y H)O
oo B)aHyaNLIBBUE CHOBAVE GRMYBANBN)AMENS. DD HILITVORAIES
08d9)012] @ROIWIM)0 GRGITI GREINIMOHEHIBBIM)o HFIMMOCL! MDA
@RYOROEINOMo DENBOANGHWIBH). MMA MOQIOSIAMAYNNBAN) Al0WON3
SFlWMOREN3 2)MBHH0LI2 1Bl (@OOMED)01a] @RGIWeMo. BV caaILIW]
2106 B(aldanIVA GRIGDE MMES @IMLIYNOW TVORIAIM MBIV M.
@REZa00 NI ERYEPLINAHIBHIAM D BMACLIN)0)BEMONIG3 HOBAI0
BREEAOOHOD TVALELAIY] BRMYNaCIBHNS af)a) D ENIOLIYEHILITVIROL B0
@RYUVoVHH)aN).

49 oL e)
QLADESER



Interrogating the Received Notions:

Prof. George Menacherry
and the History of the St. Thomas' College,
Trichur

) !
Dr. N. J. Francis

The history of the St. Thomas' College, Trichur—an institution with which
Prof. George Menacherry has associated himself in various capacities for the
last forty-six years—has al so been atheme of the scholarly inquiriesand pursuits
undertaken by Prof. Menacherry along with a gamut of other questions of
socio-cultural, religiousand art-historical significance pertaining to the Syrian
Christian community in India. Thisbrief articlelooksinto the contributions of
Prof. Menacherry in bringing out and popularising the history of the St. Thomas
College, Trichur, thefirst Catholic private Collegein Keralathat has bequeathed
a rich legacy to modernity in Kerala through educational activities and
intellectual initiatives for more than a century.

Thenature of Prof. Menacherry’s perception of what the St. Thomas' College
stood for as well as his engagement with what the College has been doing
during the last one century of its existence as the premier centre of higher
learning in central Kerala placed him in a unique position to develop, by the
1980’s, an outline of ahistory of the College. This outline has effectively gone
into the making of the more comprehensive proposals in recent times for a
detailed intellectual history of this College in the context of awider history of
education in modern Kerala and the role of the Catholic Church in such a
history.

A comprehensive effort at looking back at the history of the College dates
back to the Golden Jubilee, in 1969, of the up-gradation of this educational
institution as a Second Grade College affiliated to the University of Madrasin
1919, at atime when the institution was already thirty years old. There were,
of course, attempts at reviewing the educational past of the College as had
been done in 1925 by Fr. John Palocaren, the first Principal of the College, in
connection with the raising of the College as the first First Grade College in
the princely state of Cochinin June 1925. Yet another attempt at reconstructing
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the history of the College was the
occasion of the Diamond Jubileein 1979
of the affiliation of the College to the
University of Madras.

It is time now to point out the basic
features of these attemptsat historicising
the past of the St. Thomas' College. This
will locate the interventions of Prof.
Menacherry in rectifying the blurring of
certain significant data pertaining to the
history of the College that took place on
certain occasions of reviewing its past.
The first historical review was the one
attempted in 1969 in the context of the
Golden Jubilee of the affiliation of the
College to the University of Madras.
Prof. Menacherry was, at thistime, only
a young member of the teaching staff,
barely thirty-one years old, but aready
on the scholarly pursuits for which he
later earned national and international
acclaim. In spite of the earnestness and
rigour of the Golden Jubilee celebrations,
what escaped the event wasthe historical
significance of the three decades of the
institutional past that lay behind “St.
Thomas' College, Trichur” prior to 1919.
The Golden Jubilee Souvenir?, too,
missed the fact that what happened in
1919 was not the founding of any new
institution, asmany peopleinthe College
aswell aseven outside still seem to think,
but only the starting of a Junior
Intermediate Class and a College
Department. In fact, the Head Master
becamethe head of both the High School
wing aswell asthe College Department.
We have enough evidenceto believe that
both the wings together constituted the
same institution for a long time until
developments within the machinery of
Governments necessitated the
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Prof. Menacherry welcoming the gathering

at the Old Boys' Day in connection with the
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, 1979-80

The Cover of the Diamond Jubilee
Commemoration Volume

oL e)
QLADESER



bifurcation of the College from the school or vice versa. Viewed in thelight of
changing Government rules and regulations, these institutions which are in
many respects older than the Governments that administered them, tended to
review their past based on these changes. In fact, the College operated within
the administrative space provided by the princely state of Cochin on the hand
and the Government of Madras Presidency under the British on the other.

Itisequally pertinent now to go further back and read thefirst ever historical
note on the College, by Rev. Fr. John Palocaren, the first Principal,2 in 1925,
whereby he considered Dr. Adolphus E. Medlycott as one of thethree successive
Founders of the College, the other two being Mar John Menacherry and Mar
Francis Vazhapilly. Here we have the first clear perception of how the “St.
Thomas' College” took its birth. We do not know the circumstances under
which the collective and shared memory of the real beginnings of the College
began to blur from the archival records of the College as well as from the
popular memories.

When the history of the College subsequently got percolated down to the
students and the public at large in central Kerala, a fragmented view of its
history was what came to be cherished. Thus, the College Calendars of the
1970's and 1980's began to carry in the preface such statements as “It was
founded by the Rt. Rev. Dr. John Menacherry, the Bishop and Vicar Apostolic
of Trichur, in April, 1919 ..."” Itisin this context that the intervention of Prof.
Menacherry becomes crucia in rectifying this blurring of evidence by re-
instating into the history of the Collegeitsreal founder—Dr. Adolphus Edwin
Medlycott, Ph D, the one time Professor at the Propaganda College in Rome,
author of India and the Apostle Thomas (L ondon, 1905), and an international ly
reputed historian of the Syrian Christians of South Asia.

It is the Diamond Jubilee Commemoration Volume of the College that
offered Prof. Menacherry the site for questioning the way the history of the
College wastill then perceived and for proposing an alternate perspective. He

Prof. Menacherry listening to
a Medlycott Lecture
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2

Prof. Menacherry at the Third Medlycott Lecture, on 2 March, 2007, seeking clarification from
Prof. M.G.S. Narayanan

was himself the Joint Convenor and Managing Editor of the Diamond Jubilee
Commemoration Volume Committee, with thelate P. Thomas, another reputed
scholar of history and author of several renowned books on history, religion,
culture, and art,® as the Convenor.

Thetwo essential features of Prof. Menacherry’s revision of the history of
the College are 1) the reinstating of Dr. A. E. Medlycott as the founder of the
College, and 2) the placing of the history of the College against the background
of the history of the Syrian Christian community in India as awhole, and not
in terms of the personal interests and capabilities of certain individuals, be
they prelates or clerics or academics.

The shift of emphasisbrought in by Prof. Menacherry isaptly portrayed on
the very cover design of the Diamond Jubilee Commemor ation Volume itself.
Infact, the very celebration of the Diamond Jubilee symbolically began with a
Dipasikha brought from Kodungallur where, according to Syrian Christian
tradition, the Apostle Thomas first landed on the Malabar Coast. The said
volume contained, more asapreface and statement of the new historical insight,
a two-page explanation* as to why the St. Thomas' Cross in granite was
portrayed on the cover of the Diamond Jubilee Commemoration Volume. It
also carried extensive quotations from what the editor of the volume referred
to as “our founder’s work on our Patron.”® Thus, the very history, and the
intellectual and scholastic activity that were part of the St. Thomas' College
began to be viewed as an adjunct of the history and activities of the Syrian
Christian community as awholein India

Something more about the less-known work of the founder of “the St.
Thomas' College” needsto be stated herein way of clarification in thelight of
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an article written by Dr. A. E. Medlycott himself on the history of the Thomas
Christians.® In the last section of thisarticle, Dr. Medlycott dealswith the near
contemporary history and activities of the new Vicariate of Trichur, which
hel ps usto add an interesting note on Medlycott’s conception of the“ College.”
On his own activities, he wrote: “... he took early steps to open as many
elementary parish schools as possible; within nineyears (1888-96) the vicariate
was provided with no less than 231 elementary parish schools ..., besides a
high school (St. Thomas' College), with 95 students; ... ... , and plans were
prepared to house the above college in a handsome structure. This was the
condition of things when the bishop went to Europe on sick leave’” (italics
added) in 1895. Thisreminds us of the long term vision of Dr. Medlycott and
proves beyond doubt that what he founded
was, infact, areal collegeitself and not an
elementary school. The burden of
constructing this“handsome” building fell
on Mar John Menacherry, who was
appointed Vicar Apostolicin 1896, on plans
that were already prepared and finalised by |
“our founder,” in the familiar words of
Prof. George Menacherry. Msgr. Palocaren
wrotein 1925 that “awell-known engineer, §
who had occasion to visit the College, after
contemplating the edifice for a while,
turned to the present writer and exclaimed:
“A magnificent pile. He is a genius who
planned.lt!"s though it had been forgotten Prof. Menacherry at the First Medlycott
by that time asto who actually planned the | ecture, on 201 January, 2005, seeking

“handsome structure” for the College. clarification from Prof. M. R. Raghava
. N Vari
It was in order to highlight the e

scholarship of the founder of the College

and rekindle the spirit of an interdisciplinary dialogue—a tradition set by Dr.
Medlycott himself—that the Medlycott Foundation was established by some
academics who believe in the necessity for dialogue among researchers,
scholars, intellectuals, and all those who can partake in the quest for truth.
Prof. Menacherry has been the adviser of the Foundation sinceitsinceptionin
2005.

| dedicate this brief write-up as a token of my admiration to the historical
scholarship and antiquarian pursuits of Prof. George M enacherry, whose secular
and scholarly engagements with the history and prospects of a community
took him to many roads not trodden so far. It was from my revered teacher,
Professor M. G, S. Narayanan, onetime Chairman of the Indian Council for
Historical Research, that | first heard of Prof. Menacherry, when | was still a
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postgraduate student at the Department of History, University of Calicut. Much
later, Dr. George Michell, aleading authority on pre-modern Indian architecture,
told me how Prof. Menacherry’s works on the Christian Church architecture
of Kerala helped him when he edited two volumes on the wooden scul ptural
traditions of south India for the National Centre for the Performing Arts.® |
sent aletter to Prof. Menacherry the same day of my meeting Dr. Michell, who
introduced me to early Indian temple architecture at the British Museum in
2003. As | went through the shelves of the library of the School of Oriental
and African Studies of the University of London, | did come acrossthe volumes
published by Prof. Menacherry, many of which were frequently borrowed and
read by researchersin that part of the world aswell. | wish Prof. Menacherry
many more decades of fruitful historical scholarship and antiquarian pursuits.

* Reader and Head, Dept. of History, &. Thomas' College, Trichur. He was
a Fellow of the Indian Institute of Advanced Sudy, Shimla. Presently, he is
UGC Research Awardee at the Dept. of History, University of Calicut.

(Footnotes)

1 Golden Jubilee Souvenir, Trichur: St. Thomas College, Trichur, 1969.

2 Rev. J. Palocaren, The College and its Founders The . Thomas College Magazine, Vol. I,
nos. 1 & 2, June-September, 1925, pp. 4-11.

3 Theleading works of P. Thomas include Christians and Christianity in India and Pakistan,
London: George Allen & Unwin, 1954; and Churches in India, New Delhi: Publications
Division, Govt. of India, 1964

4 Diamond Jubilee Commemoration \Volume, pp. 7-8

5 Diamond Jubilee Commemoration Volume, p. 8

5 A.E.Medlycott, ‘ Thomas Christians' in The Catholic Encyclopedia: An International Work
of Reference on the Constitution, Doctrine, Discipline, and History of the Catholic Church,
Vol. X1V, ed. by Charles G. Herbermann et. al, New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1912,
pp. 678-688.

7 A.E. Medlycatt, ‘ Thomas Christians' in The Catholic Encyclopedia, p. 688.

8 Rev. J. Palocaren, ‘ The College and its Founders', S. Thomas College Magazine Vol. |, Nos.
1 & 2, June-September,, 1925, p. 6.

9 George Michell ed., Marg, Vol. XLII, No. 3 (Wooden Traditions of Kerala and Karnataka)
and Living Wood: Sculptural Traditions of Southern India, Bombay: Marg Publications, 1992.
Hisother titlesinclude The Hindu Temple: An Introduction toits Meaning and Forms, London,
1977, Art and Architecture of Southern India, Cambridge, 1995 etc.
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Professor George Menachery
A.M.MundadanCMI - The Tireless Searcher after St Thomas
Christian Heritage

It gives me immense happinessto join hisother friends and well wishers
to warmly greet this heritage-minded professor in the full bloom of his

Saptati.

It wasin the 1960s my acquaintance with Prof. George Menachery started.
One day his brother James and the professor came to see me. Young and
energetic his enthusiasm and firm determination to dedicate himself to the
cause of the Christian heritage of Indiashone brightly in hisyouthful face and
in his inspired words. He was launching a great project—a series of what he
called St Thomas Christian Encyclopediaof India. He wanted my collaboration
in this grand venture. Another time he took me to his home at Ollur—ahome
that was fast turning into a heritage house, a continuation of the tradition his
maternal grandfather Kunjuvareed had established. Kunjuvareed's house at
Kattur had been amarvel of traditional Kerala architecture, with alibrary full
of old tomes related to the history of Christianity and several antiques that
symbolized an earlier era.

George was then teaching English literature at the prestigious St Thomas'
College, Thrissur. An earnest teacher though he was of English literature,
George'sfirst love was Christian history and Christian archeology.

Finally when this dream project of the Encyclopediawas launched he was
kind enough to include my namein the Board of Editorial Consultants. | wrote
anarticlefor Vol. I1: “History of St Thomas Christianity in Indiato the Present
Day”. | was also able to provide Prof. Menachery with some colour slides of
churches of Kerala and their art treasures which we had collected for the
Dharmaam College Exhibition during the celebration of the 19th centenary of
the death of St Thomas the Apostle, 1972.

Many of George’ sfriendswondered whether the project would materialize
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or would remain at the dream level. | too was somewhat sceptical. But Prof.
George surprised all when the news was flashed that volume two was going to
be released by His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Parecattil in the presence of His
Holiness Catholicos Baselius Angen |. Actually the book was released on 7
April 1973 almost coinciding with the culmination of the 19th Centenary
celebrations of the Death of St Thomas. At another grand function on 3 July
1973 Joseph Cardinal Parecattil presented copies of the volume to the then
Governor of KeralaSri N. N. Vanchoo. Both the functionswere widely covered
by the mediaand the Encyclopediagot good publicity. The book and its skilful
editor George became celebrities overnight. We were all wonderstruck when
wegot in our handsthe grant size volumein magnificent classand style. Great
acclaim not only from the general public but from the part of scholars and
learned persons greeted the monumental work and its author. One reviewer
wrote that the Encyclopediawith authoritative articles, reproductions of ancient
documents and colour pictures, rich with maps, tables and platesis a highly
recommended reference tool for hard to obtain information. Others remarked
that they knew nothing better as areference book on Christianity in Indiathan
the St Thomas Christian Encyclopedia. For most peoplethislavishly produced
work rarely found in Indiawas an extraordinary publishing achievement with
scholarly serenity and reliability—a compendious and comprehensive work
with a remarkable coverage of the whole ground - history, culture, customs,
divisions, art, architecture, music, parish life, liturgical vestments, Christian
traditional occupations, dance and drama, institutions, statistics and what not.

The toil and moil Prof. Menachery underwent to get this monumental
volume published are known, perhaps, only to afew of his close friends and
relatives. | remember the pain he confined in his heart at the time of stressand
strain. Some of hisfriendsincluding me did what they could. But that was not
much. | understand that he had to draw on hislife’s savings and family property
to get volume two out of the press. But the surprising thing is that George
never showed at any time worry or anxiety. He went on with great optimism
and full faith in God that the project, which he considered adivinity designated
work, would succeed. Succeed, indeed, hedid. He has emerged asthe heritage-
minded professor and the ‘guardian angel’ of history and Christian cultural
patrimony.

Excellent publicationsfollowed: thefirst volume of the Encyclopedia; “ The
Nazranies’ whichisthefirst of several projected volumes of classicson history
of Christianity in India. A cheaper but a more perfect edition of Val. I of the
Encyclopedia under the name ‘ Thomapaedia has also seen light. The third
volume of the Encyclopediais ready for release.

57 oL e)
QLADESER



This heritage person with hiswide knowledge of the Churchin Keralaand
withalot of precious collectionsof antiquesisavailablefor al people whenever
they need his expert service. | organized two events here at Jeevass Kendram,
one in 1999 on the Synod of Diamper and another a painting exhibition on
‘The Human Face of the Divine' in 2004. On both occasions George was the
main resource person. In 1999 he brought to Jeevass many of his personal
collections and some special items borrowed from his parish church of Ollur.
The audience were thrilled.

With the sweet recollection of these and many other events may | offer
Prof. George Menachery who is celebrating his Saptati my heartfelt thanks. |
pray the Almighty to keep him in good health and the best of youthful spirit to
serve the Church and society for many more years.
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Dr. Paul Pulikkan Church Historian

Church history is often regarded as an unrewarding and tiresome subject,
studied because of the academic compulsions and by certain experts. For the
real scholarsin theology and other allied subjects, thelearning of church history
or better church in history is of paramount importance. Itisin thisrespect the
contribution of Prof. George Menachery assumes great importance in the
historicization of Indian and Kerala Church.

Historical method

As popularly understood, History is not a blind memorizing of some facts
and figures that happened in the past. What interests us is not so much “the
accumulated past of the church”. We try to focus on the mutual interaction of
both history upon the church and the church upon the history. In theological
sense, history isthe arena of God’s providentia intervention in thisworld. It
is not a haphazard, artificial, mechanistic working that God has in history.
Church history deals with the presence and working of divine grace in the
world. We study here the direction and destiny of the world towards the
kingdom of God. We analyzetherole of the churchin proclaiming, celebrating,
re-presenting the reality of God’s grace and of the Kingdom. In this
proclamation, the Christ event has a central role. In the history of church and
theology, the centrality of the role of Jesus Christ is clearly affirmed.

Therefore our study of the church in history isintrinsically related to the
contemporary situation of theworld. The historical method is very important
in today’s theologization. 20" century has amply used the historical method,
which is an up-to-date rereading of the biblical message with a deep search
into the meaning of parituclar eventsin history. Gaudium et Spes, the Pastoral
Constitution of the Second Vatican I statesin n. 40: “That the earthly and the
heavenly city penetrate one another is a fact open only to the eyes of faith;
moreover, it will remain the mystery of human history, which will be harassed
by sin until the perfect revelation of the splendour of the sons of God”.
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“Catholic” History

Up until now, only the north Atlantic history and culture (Europe and
America) were the prevalent ones that shaped the history of the church.
According to Karl Rahner, the renowned theol ogian of 20" century, the church
has had two major historical moments and is now moving into athird. The
first was the Jewish moment. The Christ event was preached in the beginning
tolsrael. Thisisthe period of Jewish Christianity, with itscentrein Jerusalem.
The second moment, which is also very much culturally determined, is the
moment of Hellenistic church, the church of Europe and Americas. The
transition (or the break) from thefirst to the second took place, with the decision
(or the many decisions) to carry the Gospel to the gentiles without imposing
circumcision or other Jewish practices and customs to the new Christians.
Thethird moment wasinaugurated by the Second Vatican council (1962-1965),
the Council of reform and renewal in the Catholic Church. It is where the
church became truly catholic. There is a forward movement from a church
that had previously given importance to the cultural heritage of Europe and
North Americato one that embraced all the cultures of the world.

This transition from a north Atlantic church to aworld church started in
the council and that processis not yet complete.

Therole of church historian

Today the historian, without prejudices and presuppositions, hasto collect
the data and interpret it, offering a balanced and impartial judgment of the
event that took place. Likewise, church historian also takes into account the
eventsinthelife of the people of God, the community of believersand interpret
those events in the great plan of God for humanity.

The churchisthe body of Christ and thusit must beincarnatein history of
the ordinary people, their life experiences, their struggles and successes. One
can view church as a static reality with afocus on structure and organization.
One can also look at the church as adynamic and vibrant reality, ever open to
the varied promptings of the Holy Spirit in different ways and sensitive to
dialogue with the different cultures and religions of the world. This latter
view is to be highlighted today in Church history. And this was the one
supported and promoted by the Second Vatican Council.

Thuschurch historian isan optimistic researcher in theology and the allied
subjects. In this he can be compared to ajournalist, who makes a story out of
facts and figures — a story that needs to be unbiased. Church historian
objectively and cautiously evaluates the forward march of eventsin the wider
panoramaof the Kingdom of God. God calls human person and the community
made of human personsfor aright responseinindividual and social lives. Itis
the duty of the church historian to point out, without fear or favour, the riches
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of church’stradition as well as the failures in the response of the members of
the church.

Chevalier George Menachery, by his yeomen service in church history,
has contributed greatly to the existing fund of knowledge on the Indian and
Kerala church, especially the Syro-Malabar church. Heis a great model for
persistent research, often in archives and rooms where things are ‘ dumped’ —
this is the work of historian, which is often not much trumpeted before the
people. Unfortunately the species of those scholars doing fundamental research
in church history and theology is diminishing. Hopefully the example of this
lay church historian would prompt those in the academic world to deepen
themselvesin church history.

Henry H.C.Q. Brownrigg from London

\ery many congratulations on attaining the age of three score years and
ten. Please accept my advice and avoid growing old gracefully. Growing old
disgracefully is much more fun, and keeps your children on their toes.

Alas, | do not think that | can leap in a plane and cometo Ollur, but | will
be therein spirit. | amsurethat it will be a very memorable occasion.

I was in Tamil Nadu in February, organizing projects on behalf of the
British Association for Cemeteries in South Asia (BACSA), an organization
with 2,000 members. We arerestoring a superb but semi-ruinous C 171" Dutch
Mausoleum, the size of a small house, in Nagapattinam. Also cemeteriesin
Chennai, Salem, Sankari Drug and Madurai.

In Britain an excitement has been the election of a friend of mine.
Fra’' Matthew Festing, as Grand Master of the Sovereign and Military Order
of Malta. Asyou may know, the Order issues its own passports and stamps
and recognized as a state by forty Catholic Countries. The Grand Master,
though a layman, ranks as a cardinal and has the style His Most Eminent
Highness. Matthew is only the second British Grand Master in the Order’s
900-year history. | amorganizing a dinner at which hewill be guest of honour.

Anyhow, all the best, and | look forward to seeing you again when | am
back in Kerala.
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Let's Ring out and
sing our Joy!

Let'sring out Sapthathi Bells; Let's bring out heart-filled feelings
Let'srally round dear Menachery to proclaim his pretty life and deeds.

Lengthy shadow of the lofty Forane bell tower*

Gently kisses quadrangular Erinjery Tharavad every morn
Whispering the call to gaze to the heights of ancient glory
Tracing the footprints of unique ancestors of repute

Angel Raphael who walked with Thobias in solitary ways
Ensuring push to move in unknown unthread paths

Ever docile he was to the call from deep within

Ever enduring he was to realize his cherished goals.

Gathering and sharing wisdomis his persisting passion
Printing and publishing is his ever-lingering hunger.

So dear isto himancient Erinjeri Tharavad in Ollur
The abode enriched by ancestors of nobility and fame,
A monumental house with stories for every tiny part
Inexhaustible barn of self-esteem, courage and vigor.

A man of vision and action, a star in the cloudy sky,

Who mastered realms of words, history, arts and culture
Brave he isto dream of a museum and bulky volumes
Persevering heisto grasp horizons untouched by others.

To the depths of history he dived and picked up pearls,
To the heights of fame he soared up by wings of toil.
Srong is hiswill power; dynamic is hisword power,
Unique are his talents to meet challenges of the times.

In silence and solitude he laboured night and day

In the sublime company of volumes old and new
Amazed he was in the little relics of bygone days

Pieces of craft in wood, stone or metal and mined books.
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Aglaring star heisin the firmament of culture
Enthusiastic and energetic even when entering seventies
May the bloom of his much-awaited scholarly volumes
Spread out nectar and fragrance in the years to come.
O dear Menachery, crown of the family, pride of the people,

May God have the joy that His dreams on you are realized in full.

* Forane bell tower = Bell tower of . Antony’s Forane Church, Ollur
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Basil Davis, New Orleans, USA

Congratulations on your elevation to the order of Gregory the Great! This
is indeed a well deserved and signal honor for one who had tirelessly and
humbly worked for the propagation of the truth about South Indian Christianity.

| wish you the very best on your anniversary celebrations. Unfortunately,
I will not be able to come in April. | am coming in May, since that isthe only
time | am free from my work here in New Orleans.
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